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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Call 706-781-1806CCa

MONTGOMERYMOMONTNTGTGGOMOMMEERYYRY
CONCRETECOONCRRETETETE

See photos on Facebook under Lee MontgomerySee phphot

PLACE YOUR
AD HERE!

Advertise with other 
Local Business here in 

the Blairsville area!
Contact Derek
706-994-8973

or 706-745-6343

We Make Buying Easy!
Ford • Hayesville, NC • 888.342.2282 • Chevrolet •Murphy, NC • 888.614.8960
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram • Hayesville, NC • 888.384.3145 & Franklin, NC • 828.369.5003 jackyjones.net

ACS GRADING
& EXCAVATING

706-897-0411

Grading, Dump Truck, Gravel, 
Dirt, Driveways, Underbrushing, 

Lot Clearing, Water Lines, Basements
No Job Too Small - FREE Estimates

Locally Owned & Operated

LICENSED INSURED

Mark A. Kelley, Owner
706-897-9485

FREE ESTIMATES

KELLEY HOME
IMPROVEMENTS

“May you have joy in the work of the LORD”
Remodeling • Painting

Yard Maintenance
& Much More

DO YOU NEED 
COPY PAPER?
20# Copy Paper • 92 Brightness

$380 per 500 Sheets
$38 per Case of 5000 Sheets

West
Printing Company
266 Cleveland St., Blairsville

706-745-6343

North Georgia News
706-745-6343

THE BEST PLACE 
FOR LOCAL NEWS 

AND ADVERTISING!

2307 Murphy Hwy.
Blairsville, GA

706-745-9596

Paul Bryan 706-897-7135

Susanne Johnson: 706-897-3551

MEDICARE
10 Years Experience with Medicare!

Come see me at our
local CVS store on

515 Monday & Fridays 
from 11 AM - 2 PM
or call me for more 

information.

Have questions
concerning Medicare?
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that the company purchased from 
the Union County Development 
Authority in 2016.

Heat Treat will be ready 
to move into the new building as 
soon as a second coat of sealant 
has been applied to the floor and 
the parking lot is completed, 
likely sometime in the next 
couple of months.

Fortunately for Union 
County, the expansion will mean 
new jobs to the area above and 
beyond what Corrugated is 
already hiring for, with positions 
available companywide in 
engineering, accounting, sales, 
human resources, machining 
and more.

“We definitely have to hire 
more employees,” Corrugated 
Pres ident  Jenny Chandler 
said. “We’re always looking 
for employees – I can’t find 
enough right now. And we want 
to find local people before we 
outsource.

“Especially for Heat Treat, 
where we’ve had some people 
that have worn multiple hats out 
of necessity, having it in two 
separate buildings, I’ll have to 
hire since they’ll be separated.

“ I ’ m  a l w a y s  t a k i n g 
applications, and I hire every 
high school kid that puts in an 
application. We do the Work-
Based Learning with the high 
school, and if you graduate high 
school and go to any college that 
is going to benefit Corrugated in 
your job, we give you a 100% 
scholarship.

“So, whether it’s tech 
school, whether it’s engineering 
at Georgia Tech – it doesn’t 
matter. You just have to sign a 
contract that says you’re going 
to pass or you have to pay for it, 
and you’ll work three years after 
you graduate.”

Corrugated is big on 
creat ing opportunit ies  for 
people, which translates to happy 
employees and very low turnover. 
Education is a major part of the 
investment the company makes 
in its employees, which also 
includes the availability of a 
two-year in-house apprenticeship 
program.

“And you don’t have to 
have a high school degree for 
that,” Chandler said. “We start 
you, and you go through every 
area of our shop. It is recognized 
by the state, so there’s pay along 
with it.

“It’s very structured, you 

Heat Treat...from Page 1A

These male slotter knives and much more are manufactured at North Georgia Heat Treat in 
Blairsville.          Photo by Shawn Jarrard

have to pass exams at the end 
of your time in that department 
in order to move onto the next 
department. And those have 
turned out to be our most valuable 
employees; our plant manager for 
Heat Treat was my first apprentice 
that went through.”

Additionally, Chandler is 
a voting member on the Union 
County College and Career 
Academy Governing Board, 
which will be an important 
pipeline for students graduating 
from area schools to find local 
job opportunities to build up the 
community even more in the 
future.

“I hope the College and 
Career Academy is going to show 
kids you don’t always have to 
get a four-year degree to make a 
wonderful living; you can stay in 
Union County and learn trades,” 
Chandler said. “Trades are dying 
because everybody thinks they 
need to get a four-year degree.

“So, I’m hoping it will 
bring other students in because it’s 
open to other counties. And then, 
I hope that it will show people 
here that haven’t been exposed 
to any of those opportunities what 
they can do.”

U n i o n  C o u n t y 
D e v e l o p m e n t  A u t h o r i t y 
Executive Director Mitch Griggs 
said Corrugated Replacements 
is a prime example of the kind 
of company the county needs, 
as it gives young folks real 
opportunities close to home so 
they don’t have to leave the area 
to find meaningful work.

“We spend a lot of our 
time on workforce development 
in any number of arenas and with 
any number of various partners to 
try to advance that ball so we can 
get educated and skilled workers 
for our area businesses, whatever 
they are, and particularly in the 
trades,” Griggs said.

Of course, Corrugated will 
be there every step of the way to 
accommodate future workforce 
development, with aims to build 
multiple large facilities for 
expansion down the road.

Already, the company is 
considering uses for a second 
12,500-square-foot facility it 
erected adjacent to the new Heat 
Treat building, and the 40-year-
old business is showing no signs 
of slowing down.

Corrugated Replacements 
began in 1981 when brothers Bob 
and Stan Lee started manually 

machining parts in their father’s 
building in Riverdale. The 
Lees moved the company to 
Union County in 1997 to get 
out of Metro Atlanta, building 
a 50,000-square-foot facility in 
Blairsville.

The company has grown 
ever since, with each of its 
sister companies operating 
independently of one another 
today after having originated as a 
division of Corrugated, including 
North Georgia Heat Treat that 
grew out of Corrugated’s knife 
product line.

Heat Treat initially came 
to reside in the Industrial Park in 
2015, a year after the Development 
Authority completed construction 
of two speculative buildings there 
utilizing an interest-free loan 
from the OneGeorgia Authority 
with the express intent to attract 
businesses to the county.

“The bui ldings were 
designed with assistance from TVA 
to provide maximum flexibility in 
how any potential tenant or buyer 
could utilize them,” Griggs said. 
“The development strategy was 
successful, as in 2015, Corrugated 
Replacements leased one of the 
buildings and located its Heat 
Treat operation within it.

“In 2016 North Georgia 
Heat Treat purchased the facility 
as well as the remaining acreage 
on that tract of land in anticipation 
of expanding its operations, 
which they’ve now accomplished 
with the construction of these 
two new 12,500-square-foot 
facilities.”

Added Griggs ,  “The 
Development Authority is proud 
to have a company such as 
Corrugated Replacements in our 
community and looks forward 
to assisting with its continued 
growth and success.”

And Corrugated’s Chandler 
said the company is proud to be 
in Union County.

A s  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f 
company Co-Founder Bob Lee, 
Chandler is intimately familiar 
with all things Corrugated; she 
ran her first machine when she 
was just 7 years old, and to this 
day, she can tell what’s going on 
with a piece of equipment just by 
listening to it.

She’s company president 
now, but she wasn’t simply 
handed the keys to the kingdom. 
Chandler had to earn three college 
degrees, including a Master of 
Engineering, and apprentice in 

every area of the company, from 
international sales to machining, 
to get where she is today.

Moving forward, Chandler 
said Corrugated will continue 
to expand its manufacturing 
capabilities. The company already 
has most of the market share for 
corrugated replacement parts, so 
Chandler is augmenting the main 
business by making many other 

kinds of parts.
“ We ’ r e  l o o k i n g  a t 

government  contracts  and 
different certifications that we 
can get into,” Chandler said. 
“We have an aerospace contract 
right now. We cut parts for BMW. 
We’ve made heat shields for 
missiles for the government. So, 
we hope to do more contracting 
like that.

“A lot of how we’ve gotten 
into things is just by somebody 
saying, ‘Hey, do you do this?’ 
And we don’t say no. We’re just 
like, ‘Yeah, we do that,’ and then 
figure out how we’re going to 
do it.”

For more information, visit 
http://corrugatedreplacements.
com and http://ngaheattreat.
com.

The two 12,500 square foot buildings in the foreground are new to Corrugated Replacements off 
Commerce Way, with the one next to Heat Treat to serve as an expanded area for the corrugated 
knife business.          Photo by Shawn Jarrard


